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IN VACATION. 



Sitting for the Dispatch of Business. — It is related of Rufus Choate 
that on one occasion he appeared before the Supreme Court of Mass- 
achusetts in a case of great importance. The court was very busy at 
that term and informed Mr. Choate that he would have to confine his 
argument to one hour, to which the celebrated lawyer in substance 
replied: "When this court ceases to sit for the dispatch of business 
and shall hold a session for the administration of justice, I shall be 
glad to be given an opportunity to be heard on the most important 
principle involved in this case." 



Charging the Jury. — During the reconstruction period a colored man 
was elected a justice of the peace in the backwoods of South Carolina. 
His first case happened to be one in which the defendant asked for 
trial by a jury. When the testimony was in and the argument had been 
concluded, the lawyers waited for the judge to proceed with his in- 
struction to the jury. The justice seemed somewhat embarrassed. 
Finally one of the lawyers whispered to him and told him that it was 
time for him to charge the jury. Looking warily at the jury with a 
grim judicial air the judge said: 

"Gentlemen uv de jury, sence dis is a very small case, I'll jes' charge 
y all a dollar an' a ha'f apiece." 



